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SOUTHEAN DISTRICT OF MISSISBIPPI

FILED

BEC 1 2 2007

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPRI “—amoe
JACKSON DIVISION BY. DEFUTY
MARIA L. BROWN PLAINTIFF
VS. CIVIL ACTION NO.. 7,070/ 147 f7 .77

DAVID NUTT, P.A,;

DAVID NUTT & ASSOCIATES, P.C.;

NUTT & MCALISTER, PLLC;

DAVID H. NUTT, INDIVIDUALLY;

MARY E. MCALISTER, INDIVIDUALLY:;

ERNIE COWARD, INDIVIDUALLY; AND

WILLIAM S. JONES, INDIVIDUALLY DEFENDANTS

COMPLAINT

Jury Trial Demanded

COMES NOW Plaintiff Maria L. Brown and files this her Complaint against

the Defendants alleging the following:
PARTIES

1. The Plaintiff Maria L. Brown is an adult female resident citizen of
Hinds County, Mississippi who resides at 1038 Cedar Hill Drive, Jackson, MS
39206.

2. The Defendant, David Nutt, P.A. is Plaintiff's former employer that is
a Mississippi corporation with its principal place of business located at 605
Crescent Blvd., Suite 200, Ridgeland, MS 39157.

3. The Defendant David Nutt & Associates, P.C., is Plaintiff's former

employer that is a Mississippi corporation with its principal place of business

located at 605 Crescent Blvd., Ste. 200, Ridgeland, MS 39157. The Defendant




Case 3:07-cv-00727-HTW-LRA  Document1  Filed 12/12/2007 Page 2 of 14

may be served with process through its registered agent, David H. Nutt, 605
Crescent Blvd., Suite 200, Ridgeland, MS 39157.

4. Defendant Nutt & McAlister, PLLC is Plaintiff former employer that
is a Mississippi corporation with its principal place of business iocated at 605
Crescent Blvd., Suite 200, Ridgeland, MS 39157.

5. The Defendant David H. Nutt is an adult resident citizen of Madison
County, Mississippi who resides at 290 Chape! Hill Road, Madison, Mississippi
39071. Defendant Nutt may be served with process at his residence or his place
of employment.

6. The Defendant Mary E. McAlister is an adult resident citizen of
Hinds County, Mississippi who resides at 10045 Lebanon-Pine Grove Road,
Terry, Mississippi 39170 who may be served at her residence or her place of
business.

7. The Defendant Ernie Coward is an adult male resident of Madison
County, Mississippi, who resides at 102 Laird Ave., Madison, MS 39110 who may -
be served at his place or residence or his place of business.

8. Défendant William S. Jones is an adult male resident citizen of
Rankin county, Mississippi who resides at 2039 Carolyn Lane, Pearl, MS 39208
and may be served with process at his place or residence or his place of
business.

9. The Defendants listed above were joint employers of Plaintiff.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

10.  This Court has personal jurisdiction over the parties identified in this
Complaint.

11.  This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over the claims contained
in this Complaint.

12.  Venue is proper in this Court.

13.  Plaintiff timely filed a Charge of Discrimination with the United
States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and a copy of her Charge is
attached as Exhibit “A”. Plaintiff has timely filed her claims upon receipt of her
Notice of Right to Sue, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit “B".

STATEMENT OF FACTS

14.  Plaintiff began working for Defendants in July 2004 as a paralegal.
At the time of her termination, Plaintiff worked primarily on Katrina insurance
litigation.

15.  Approximately two years ago, a member of Defendants’
management, William S. Jones, CPA, began making Plaintiff feel uncomfortable
to be around one on one because he would constantly rub Plaintiff's hand which
gave Plaintiff the chills.

16.  When Marcie Poss was fired, Ernie Coward, began asking Plaintiff if
she would perform oral sex on him. Plaintiff was offended by his request and
responded “No.” Mr. Coward then asked Plaintiff if she knew anybody that would.

17.  One day, Ernie Coward, showed Plaintiff a picture of his genitalia

and asked Plaintiff “how did she like the way it looked?”

-3-
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18.  Coward asked Piaintiff to photograph her genitalia and give it to him.
Plaintiff refused.

19.  Male members of management routinely engaged in inappropriate
sexual behavior.

20.  The overall environment was saturated with sex which consisted of
sexual innuendoes, sexual acts, on-line masturbation, payments for sexual favors
performed in the broom closet, sexual overtures and adultery.

21.  Plaintiff reported the acts and the use of unauthorized pass codes,
to McAlister in October of 20086.

22.  After the reporting of the unauthorized pass codes, the working
environment worsened.

23. In December of 2006, McAlister and Derek Wyatt promised Plaintiff
that if she worked overtime on week nights and weekends and gave up personal
time to work on the Katrina insurance litigation, that Defendants would pay off her
house note in the amount of $85,000.00 or move her to Madison upon the
successful settlement of Katrina insurance litigation claims that Defendants were
associated with other law firms representing Plaintiffs. _

24.  Based upon Defendants’ promise, Plaintiff began working longer
hours, did not take lunch breaks and worked on weekends, and at home.

25.  Plaintiff was not paid time and a half her regular rate of pay for all

hours worked in excess of 40 for each given work week, when work was done at

home or when the day was a firm paid holiday. In addition, Defendant McAlister




Case 3:07-cv-00727-HTW-LRA Document1l  Filed 12/12/2007 Page 5 of 14

directed for Plaintiff to work off the clock to assit with running errands and
performing tasks for Derek Wyatt when he was out town.

26.  Plaintiff regular rate of pay was $16.87 per hour.

27.  Bill Jones continued to rub Plaintiff's hand when no else was
present. In March or April of 2006, Plaintiff complained to her supervisor
McAlister about the sexual harassment of Jones. After Plaintiff compléined,
Defendants did nothing to investigate or eradicate the unwanted. physical touching
and overall sexually hostile work environment.

28.  On December 8, 2006, Judge William M. Acker with the United
States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama, Southern Division,
entered a Preliminary Injunction in E.A. Renfroe & Company, Inc., v. Cori Rigsby,
et al.; Civil Action No. 2:06-cv-01752-WMA. A copy of the Order is attached
hereto as Exhibit “C.”

29.  In clear violation of the Judge’s Order, the Defendants scanned all
the documents they were order to return and not usé, and were saved on the
Defendants’ local server. These scanned images were then electronically copied
and then saved again at Business Communications, Inc., which is located at 442
Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland, MS 39157,

30. In March of 2007, Plaintiff complained to McAlister regarding Katrina
documents that McAlister would not turn over in accordance with the Preliminary

Injunction which had been entered by Judge William M. Acker. McAlister told

Plaintiff that “because the documents were in the public domain that they were not




