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3 Marrlett, Tahog Board Room, 6855 South virgimia Street, Reno,
Al Nevada, before we, DENISE PHIPPS, a Certified Courlt Reporter,
s perscnally appeaxed Hellie M, Williams.

¢ ~a0o-

7

¢ (Exhibits Forensic 21 and 22 marked.)

9 TRE VIDEOGRAPAER: We're now on the record at
10 8:00 a.m. The date is 14 Decembar 2006
1 This is Volume 1, Part 1, of the daposition of
12 Wellie M. Williams. The caption of the case is Mulling
3 versus State Famm, et al., Civil Action No. 1:06cv457 LTS
i RH¥W. This deposition is being taken on behslf of the
35 plaintiffs.
8 Will all attorneys present please identify
1?7 themselves and state the parties they represent.
18 MR. WYATT: I'm Derek Wyatt, and I represent
1y William and Terri Mullins, the plaintiffs.
20 MR. YARBOROUGH: Gary Yarborough for the
a plaintiffs.
22 MS. MCALISTER: Meg McAlister for the
23 plaintiffs.
24 M5, MOORE: Sherrie Moore for State Farm Fire &
25 Casualty Company.
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1 MR, CAMADA: Larry Canada for Forensic Analysis
2 and Bagineering Company.

3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are located st Courtyard

i by Maxriott, 6855 South Virginia, Reno, Nevada. WMy name is

5 val David Smithson, the videographer. I represent 8ill

€ Stephens ¥roducticns at 320 Stewart Street, Repo, Nevada,

1 the court reporter im Denise Phipps from Captions Unlimited

§ of Nevada, P.O. Box 20905, Reno, Nevada.

s She will now adwinister the cath to the

18 deponent.

11

12 NELLIE M. WILLIAMS

3 Having besn first duly sworn, testified as follows:

14

s THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Please proceed.

16

17 EYAMINATION

W BY MR, WYATT:

i3 ] Good mopning, Me. Williams

20 A Good morning,

2 Q My ansme is Derek Wyatt. I fintroduced myself to
22 you garlier., TI'm going to be asking you some questions today
23 in this deposition, and we are the parties that noticed the
2 deposition. After 1 have completed my questions, some of the
28 other attorneys on the other side of the table, Mr, Canadz or

1T625210-17524H 28T 0147 31600 Tadd
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x Ms. Moore, may ask you some questions as well.
2 :3 Okay.
* Q Rave you ever given a deposition before?
¢ A No, I haven't,
¥ Q We usually coffer witnessss sort of an idea of
& the rules of the road, and they're pretty simple.
7 But the main thing you want to do is try to say
8 yes and no instead of uvh~huh or hu-huh, because, a5 you can
3 see, thils is being transcribed, and the record reads clearer
10 if it says yes or no as gpposed an uh~hoh—- or hu-huh-type
1 answer .,
12 S0 if you'll try to do that, we’ll appreciate
13 it, and I'll £ry to help you remember that as we go along.
u a Not a problem.
3% Q Algo, in the same thing, in the same vein, you
36 don't want Lo nod your head even though this is on video.
a7 It's clearer in the transcript if the transcript doesn't say
8 witness nedded but it says yes or no,
19 S0 same thing applies to head nodding. Try to
20 say verbal answer yes or no instead of just nodding.,
21 n Okay.
22 Q Now, if at any time during the deposition I ask
23 you a gquestion that you don't understand, please ask me to
24 repeast the guestion and I'1) do that in a way that you do
25 understand it,
ATSU- A2 4RIA-ITO0- 147 $IB00TTad
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i But if yon answer the guestien, I will then take
2 it that you understood it.
3 Do we have that agreement?
4 A Yes, we do.
5 Q Okay. If you need te take a break during this
€ deposition for purposes of stretching your legs or using the
7 restroom, getting water, whatever you need, just let me know,
8 we'll be happy to oblige yon on that,
3 Depositions are testimony that is being taken
10 just like you're in a courtroom, but we're not in a
n courtroom.
12 S50 it's not appropriate to take a break for
13 purposes of formulating an amswer ¢ a question, But it is
14 appropriate to take a break for personal reasons. Is that
1% okay?
16 A Yes, Y understand.
” < You uvndexrstand that. and will you abide by that
18 today?
19 A Yes, I will,
20 Q A1l right. BAre you under any kind of impairment
21 that would prevent you from testifying truthfully here today?
ez A No, I'm not.,
23 4] You'rs not on a medicatlon or anything of that
24 nature?
25 A Not that would interfere with this.

TS AR T T SOV
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[+ Ckay. .Good. #Have you ever given a deposition
before?
A N0, 1 have not.
Q All xight. I*m going to start by asking you

some questions that have to do with your background. None of
that is intended to embarrass youw, but it's so that the
ladies and gentlemen of the jury can understand who you are
and how you fit into this case,

See what I mean there?

R Yes.

Q 8o nothing we're asking here today is intended
to probe unduly into your background, simply to give the
ladies and gentlemen of the jury and.the court and us a
chance to understand who ¥ellie Williams is and how she fits
into Forensic Engineering and so forth.

S Yes.

MR. WYATT: Okay. A couple of stipulations I'11
state for the rmcord: First, that this deposition is being
taken pursuant to notice, which has been premarked as Exhibit
Forensic 22, and also pursuant to a subpoena, which has been
premarked as Forensic 21 and appended to the record.

The deposition will be taken pursuant to the
usval stipulations that all objections are reserved until
such time as the depoaition is sought to be intreduced except

as to the form of the guestion, and that objecticns must be

STEEEIVN- 17624020 Thh- 147 ¢ FSU0T Tl
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stated concisely and in a nonargumentative and nonsuggestive
way.

Q Go shead, Ms. Williams, please, and state your
fall name and your present address, residential address, for
tha record.

A My name is Nellie Maria Williems, end I
currently reside at 250 Mugo Pins Circle in Reno, Nevada.

The zip is B3511,

Q Do you have 3 business address?
A Ng, Y work at home.
Q QOkay. 1'm going to hand you a copy of what's

been marked as Forepsic 21. That is the subpoena that I just

zlluded to in the record.
Would you please take a look at that and tell me

whether or not yow were served with that subpoena.
A Yes, the top page I recognize. I don't have

this page.

[ Okay. Pid a process server come and hand you a
subpoena?

A Yes.

Q Was it that subpoena that you're holding?

A this subpogna here, yes.

Q Okay. Thank you, ma’am,

That occarred at your address of 250 Mugo

Circle?

ATRLEZTOATELAAZE-22DD- 1471 16N Tad
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You billed them for that, right?

A Doesn*t seem to be a double charge s¢ no. This
was billed for the time that Jack Kelly spent asnd for the
report that he submitted. There was a stendard charge for
that. If we had billed for both, there would have been a
double charge.

4] The amount of money that's billed on the case
file expense Document Ro. 3%, Forensic 3, is 302.37, right?

B Uh-huh.

Q And the last date of any of that was

Getober 3rd, 20052

1z & On that expense report, yes.
13 Q and on the invoice itself, which is marked Bates
14 No. 33, how much is the amount billed?
15 A 67.50.
18 Q How much is the total amount billed for that?
7 A 302.37.
38 Q Exactly what*s on the other document, isnft 1lt?
13 .} Yes.,
20 Q Ckay your testimony is, though, that this
21 pilling item does pot relate to that document., It relates to
72 something else; is that right?
k] A Every bill that we billed for State Farm had a
24 charge for $67.50, which was the cost factored in for Adam
25 binding, copying, printing the whole kit and cabocdle, if you
Y25 047842 TR 14 1T LOT 2ad
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i will, sorry, the reports.
4 If this, the report that we billed foc on
3 Janmary 3rd was the one that was finally authored by Jack
1 Kelly, o it was that report that we chaxged and got paid
s for.
¢ The expense report, if Wendy attached the wrong
? one to it, I can’t help that.
8 Q All the items on Document No. 35 are carried
9 over to thie inveice on Document 33, right, not just the $677
10 All of this --
11 R If you notice what the charges are, it’s the
12 travel, the mileage, the photographs and the per diem, that
12 would all be the same.
14 Q That's for Mr, Manon?
15 A That was for this case.
18 Q Mr. Manon did that, didn't he, Ms, Williamg?
17 A He did do the first one.
38 Q That's what you're billing for, Mr. Mancn, isn‘t
19 it?
20 AR But we didn't charge twice because we didn't
23 curn in two bills.
22 4] S0 you're saying you pul Mr. Manon's expenses
23 over here on this document, or you puf Mr. Kelly's?
23 A They would be the same, is what I'm saying.
25 4] You'zre saying Ho. Kelly did exactly the same

TR DAY O T 10T a0
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thing that Mr. Manon did? .

A The location didn't change, so the mileage, yes,
wonld be the same. He reviewed the same photographs. The
per diem was exactly the game and the charge that we had on
the file for Adam was the same. TIf you would review all of

our invoices, you'll find that exactly the same.

24

7 [¢] who did you talk to before you came here Lo

8 testify?

s A My hushand.
10 Q Ahout this case?
11 a My husband,
12 Q Does your husband have knowledge of thia case?
13 a #%ell, he does now, yeah, suze.
# Q what does he know about iL?
1 A He was with me while I was going through this
1% whole thing. .
7 [¢] 9o you would tell him the blow-by~blow accounts
18 of what was happening?
1 A ot blow by blow. The highlights, probably.
20 Q bid he give you advice about what to say today?
2 A ©Oh, no.
22 o] wWho else did you talk to before you came to
23 testify here?
24 A Steven Howard and Mark Thomas.
2 Q And anyont else?

{76IEI 0 4TE2 4B TOO 4T3 09775
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1 A No.o

2 Q Ars you represented by counsel?

3 A No.

4 e S0 you've had no conversations with Mr. Canada

5 aver here before you came here today to testify?

§ A No, not at all.

7 o} You had none with Mr. Kochan?

8 A No.

¥ Q Wone with any of the other former ox present
10 employees of Forxensic, including Mr. Kelly and Mr. Forbes,
1 none of those people?

I A ¥o.

13 Q So you wouldn't have known anything that

1t Mr, Kochan testified to a fow weeks ago, would you, because
18 nobody told you that?

38 A No.

by [} And no one wenld have told you what Wendy

14 Nichols had said in a deposition a few weeks ago because you
18 just hadn't had any opportunity to talk to anybody to learn
20 that kind of thing?

21 A No.

22 ] So if what you're telling us tcday somehow

23 corresponds in some arcane way with something they said, it's

pure coincidence; is that right?

A Yes, absolutely.

TIEIE21-TTE24BI TN OGO T ek
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{Recess taken at 1:48 p.m.)
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on rscord at
2:08 p.m.

Please continue.

Page 176
contempt of this oxder.
@hich do you choose?

MR. CANADA: Now, hold on, counsel. Again,

3 BY MR, WYRTT:
3 [s] Mz, Williams, you have already stated today that
? you ware personally served with the document marked as
a Forensic 21, which is a svbpoena being a court order out of a
# Federal Court located in the District of the State of Nevads
10 commanding that you appear today, correct?
i1 A Yas, that's corrser.
12 Q Znd you have never authorized amyone to
33 challenge that subpoena, have you?
14 A No.
s Q And to your knowledge, it has not been
16 challenged, haé it?
17 A No.
e o] And that subpoena, being a lawful arder out of
19 the Federsl Couxt in the United States Distrier Court for the
20 District of Nevada, also commanded that you permit inspection
21 and production -=- excuse me, that you produce amki permit
22 inspection and copying of documents or cobjects, correct?
23 A Correct.
24 Q Bnd you brought documents or chjects to this
25 deposition todsy pursvant to this lawful order of the United
176253 14-T524U 2B VDO TS 00T I3
Page 175
1 States District Court in the Bistrict of Nevada, did you not?
2 A Yes,
3 Q0 Where are those decuments orx objects?
4 a They're here on the table.
5 Q we're asking that you furn those over to us
6 pursuant to this oxder,
? MR. CANADA: The problem, Counsel, as I stated
8 earlier, is that the disk contain documents that are not
2 responsive, that are outside of the subpoena,
1 Now, how do you extract only those that are
Ea responsive and those that are not?
12 BY MR. WYATT:
3 2 Mg, Wwilliams, I'm asking you again, you are not
4 represented by counsel., You have received a lawful order of
15 the United States District Covrt of the Districh of Nevada.
16 Are you refusing to turn over the documents that vou were
by copmanded to bring here today?
18 A I believe perhaps I need to rerevad the subpoena
19 and perhaps filter only the documents that were appropriate
[ in the subpoena. I perbaps misunderstcod the subpoena.
#1 o] Ms. Williams, this is an order of the court.
22 A Yes. I Eully intend on ——
23 0] Okay. You have a choice. Thisz is your choice.
24 You can eithexr turn over the decuments that you brought here
5 today purspant to this order, or you can choose to be in

3
il without even going into the issue of whethexr these are FREC's
5 or not, there are electronic files that are on these disks
§  that may be responsive to the subpoena and there are a lot of
? them that are not.
8 BY ¥R, WYATT:
? Q Ms. Williams, who authorized you to give the
10 documents commanded by this court order to & person who's not
P your attorney to review those documents before you came here
12 today?
13 A Nobody .
B [+] I'm asking you again, do you chovse to be in
s contempt of this subpoena or are you turning over the
18 documents commanded by the subposna?
v MR. CRANADB: Are you saying, Counsel, that by
18 her not giving you documents that are not responsive to the
3 subpoena, that she would automatically be in contempt of
20 wourt? Is that what you're representing to this young lady
21 whe ls not represented, you, 2% a lawyer speaking to hex?
22 BY MR. WYATT:
a3 Q pid you give the documents that were ordered to
24 be produced te Mr. Canada who is nolt your attormey?
25 R Yes.
1762527524428 50-44T1 10T Tad
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3 Q Andd Mr. Canada is holding the documents,
® withholding the documents from us pursuant to this lawiul
a order, and you are ratifying what he's deing; is that
4 correct?
s MR. CANADA: First off, again, Counsel, they are
§ not documents, They are CDs, writable CDs. There are one,
7 two, three, four, five that were CDs prepared in response
L4 to -- prepared in anticipation of litigation, im fact, and
8 while litigation was pending for and on behalf of FAEC,
o And they contain in them -- although T have not
n actually lovked at them with your technical savvy, I'm sure
12 you could tell me how I look st thase as I hold them up
13 without a computer to see what's on them.
14 But if they are consistent with what I have,
13 then there are a lot of documents that are on hexe, in fact,
18 the vast majority Lhat are not responsive to your subpoena
17 and have nothing to do with this case,
18 BY MR. WYATT:
13 Q When did you tuxn the documents over ta
28 Mr. Canada bsfore coming here today, Ms, Willjams?
2 .y 1 didn't turn them over to him before coming
23 here today.
23 Q Hr. Canada obviously has possession of tne
b documents and disks, right?
23 R Yes. .

17825210782 4D2B-ATbD- 1471400 T0d
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1 Q How did he get possession of that?
2 A I showed it to him as I came here today.
3 [+] S0 the documents that this order commanded you
4 to produce, you, on your own, went and showed those to
5 Mz, Canada before testifying here today; is that right?
6 A Was it before?
7 MR, CANRDA: I framkly I don't recall.
8 THE WITNESS: I don't recall. AL some point
? this woxning. After I arrived here.
1 BY MR, WYATT:
13} 4] Did anyone authorize you to do that?
12 a No.
13 Q Okay. I'll ask for the last time, okay, and
14 then wo'll have to -~ from here we have to go to court about
1% this, Okay.
18 I'm asking you to produce the documents that
i you’ve heen commanded to produce pursuant to this subpoena
18 and tender them to us here and now,
12 A Evidently I don't have access to the specific
W0 documents in a format that I can give you at this point.
2 Apparently that's my mistake. I'm happy to give you the
22 documents as soon as I can reburn CDs for you.
23 Q No, ma‘am, I‘m talking abegt the CDs that are
n sitting here on the table,
25 MR. WYATT: Let's get a video.
VRSSO ST
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1 Q Ms. Williams, would you mind taking these, and
2 this is what you'‘re withholding from this subpoena here
3 today, correct? Let's take them one by one. I want you to
¢ hold them up for the videographer so that he can show what's
5 written on the front of the CD.
6 And that ene says "FAEC photos, cases 530-08%
7 through 530-155."
a Did I read that right, Ms, Williams?
9 A Yes,
1¢ Q What's the uext one? "FAEC photes, cases
11 530~001 through 530-07%," disk number two.
b And the next one is -- it wonld be the other
33 side, please, number three. That would be “aAll FAEC
i reports.” And the backside is number four, "Jack Kelly
s notes, Kergesien info, miscellanecus SF Mullins infu, Cat
18 team info,”
17 Digl I read that right?
38 A Yes.
1 Q The next cne, Number five, ¥SF Xatrina
20 e-mails,” that's State Farm, isn't it?
a1 2 Yes.
22 [+} The back of that?
2 B That's the last one.
24 [} You brought those disks here today pursuant to
B the subpoena that was served on you?

TTC2R214- 324826 Tob- T 1 R0 Tad
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1 A That's correct.
2 Q But at some peint tod%y, either before or during
3 the deposition, you turned those over to Mr. Canada?
¢ a Yes.
s o} And you reviewed those with Wr, Cansda?
3 A Yes.
7 « Q Al zight. BSo you seed to understand,
8 ¥y, #illiams, that thls subpoena does not authorize you to
3 withhold those disks from us today. But if you choose to do
1 s0, you need to understand that you're choosing to do so at
i youx ﬁerii. That's all I have to say about that.
1z What happens next will be a proceeding in the
13 United States District Court, District of Nevada, to hold you
i in contempt, I would prefexr not to do that,
5 3 Are you waiting for a response from me?
1% Q Yes, ma‘am, I am.
1 MR, CANADA: I didn't think that was a question.
13 THE WITNESS: I didn't think that was a
35 question, I'm sorry. .
20 I would like to give you the information
2 requested in the subpoena. Unfortunately, I don't have a
1% compoter with me either. So I need to give that to you, send
23 that to you, FedBx that to you as soon as I get home tonight.
24 BY MR. RYATT:
25 [+ Vot in compliance with the subpoena. You
TTOLITE0ITRIADRE-TLD- 1471 100  Fud.
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i snderstand that the subpuena has a date and time for
Z compliance. Maybe perhaps you need to look at this.
3 Are you familiar with the United States District
1 Court subpoena? Do you know what the power and import of it
5 is?
& A Bvidently not., But I'm finding out real fast
’ Q Let me just inform you that what you will find
8 out from here on will be a lot more poignani than what you're
3 finding out right now.
1 This says Decewber 14, 2006, at 9:00 a.m., it is
b2 a court order that you are to produce what is asked for in
12 this subpoena.
13 A Yes, ¥ understand that.
14 Q So it doesn't authorize you to give that
15 information to someone else for review, It doéesn’t authorize
16 you to hold that information back and tender it later. It
by orders you to produce it to us today at the designated time
18 and place,
3 So 1f you choose not to do that, you're choosing
o to be in contempt of the subpoens,
a1 MR. CANADA: Counsel, it alsc doesn't authoxize
22 or require her Lo twsn over documents thst are not responsive
23 toe your sebpoena. And that’s what you're asking for.
24 MR, WYATT: And, Larry, for the record, I don't
2 wart to create a side debake. 1 obiect to your intervening
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in our obtaining of evidence under @ lawful subpoena. And I

z think that could be constrned as a gerious violation of your
3 duties as an officer of the court.

4 You're not representing this person. You really
3 have po right whatsoever to take the information from the

6 witness and independently decide whether the witness is going
7 to produce the information pursuant to the subpoena.

L) So n¢ personal grudges intended or meant

4 whatsoevar, but I would tread very carefully.
1o I think thal you’re not authorized to do that,
1 and it could be a serious violation.
iz MR. CANADR: Apparently everything I do is a
k) serious violation, Derrick. I'm not taking it peraonally.
B We both have jobs to do.
a5 MR. WYRTT: Please don't.
15 MR, CANADA: I don't.

17 BY MR. WYATT:
e o] Ms, Williams, I'm not going to keep going
12 through this. We'll just go to the court is what we'll do.
20 Bul I'm telling you now that you need to understand what the
2 import of your actions axe. That's all I'm saying.
22 1f you chooae not to do it, then you choose not
3 toe do it, and you need to understsnd you are in contempt of
24 the ocder,
25 THE WITNESS: Okay.
ATRIBLNNTE28 28T 0T 1T T8
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1 BY MR. WYATT:

2 [+ You choose to be in contempt?

3 A I reserve the decision until the end of this,

¢ Q I*m sorry, what, ms‘am?

s B I reserve to make Lhat decision until the end of
B this deposition.

7 Q You're not entitled to do that, Ms., williams.

8 You see what the subpoena says? That when you
g are to produce the information right usder this block right
i nere, and I'm pointing in Bxhibit 21.

) A Yes.

12 Q Okay. It says at 9:00 s.m, on Uecember l4th.

13 You would agree with me that it is 2:15 a,m. Pacific time --
i 2:1% p.m. Pacific time as we sit hexs, is it not?

s A I will take your word for that.

14 Q Okay. Seo as of this moment, if you are choosing
1 ta refuse to produce the informatien to us, you're in

e contempt.

39 A I need & break.

20 Q Okay. Fine,

21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're off record at 2:1% p.m.
22 {Recess taken at 2:19 p.m.)

23 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We'vre back on record at 2321
E3l P,

25 Please continue.

17624210 1782-4825-aYhi- 47414002 Yad
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1 MR. WYATT: What time did we go off the record?
2 THE VIDEQOGRAPHER: 2:18.

3 MR. WYATT: It's what?

4 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: 2:21.

5 BY MR, WYRTT:

6 Q What happened in the last minutes that we were
1 off the record, Ms. Williams?

8 A I had a discussion with Mr. Canada.

3 Q Mr, Canada, okay. And what was thal discussion?
18 . that discussion was, what was I supposed to do
1 at this point? Unfortunately, these subpoenas don't come
12 with rules, as I meniioned earlier.

13 fere you go.

14 Q Okay. BSo you're doing this because you talked
15 with Mr, Canada. You're now complying with the subpoena; is
18 that right?

17 A I'm doing that because Mr. Canada gave me very
18 good advice. He said, “Do what you think yon should do."

13 Q And, again, Ms. Williams, Mr. Canada iy not your
20 attorney:; is that cight?

2 a No, he is not.

22 Q All right. Wow, Ms. Williams, these disks that
23 you have tendered now contain what? Do they contain the
24 entire information that you reproduced after you were told
23 that Forensic was served with a subpoerna?
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1 A Yes,

? Q And the hardcopy information as well? That was

3 originally in hardcopy?

4 A A lot of this was never in hardcopy, but it's

E everything that I had on the computer in North Carolina

§ elzctronically.

7 Q Bleetronically?

a8 A Including e-mails and such.

B Q Is there anything that it does not include?

10 A Tes.

1 Q what is that?

12 A It would be any of the hardcopy that was given
13 to me by anybody in this caze. I don’t have access to the
24 faxes fram State Farm. I don't have access to Jack's
15 handwritten notes, the engineers® handwritten notes, those
16 types of items. Those are still sitting In Raleigh in the
1 file that I had given them before I left. That was the
18 complete package of items I had given in response to Lthe
i3 subpcena and to Mr. Canada.

28 ¢ pid you have the phone records of Forensic? W®as
e that something that you manoged while you were employed by
22 Forensic?

23 A What do you mean by phone r.oco:ds?
2¢ Q Phone -records.

25 A Like the telaphone bills?
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